Running the Race 



Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 

Philippians 2:12 (KJV) 

I've been contemplating this week how we all bring certain 
preconceived ideas about God to the salvation experience. Just as 
we can get to a place where we are comfortable with the sin in our 
lives we can also feel that we get the gist of the salvation message 
and don't really need to learn anymore. This is not true! 

Our natural inclination is to pitch a tent and not refine our 
understanding of doctrine, To be clear, it is not scriptural doctrine 
that we must be willing to give up, but our flawed understanding of it. 




As part of conforming ourselves to the image of Christ we must be prepared to change. There are no rest stops 
on this journey, to stop moving forward is to backslide. It's as if we are running on an escalator in the wrong 
direction. We must not allow ourselves to become complacent or lazy. We are running against the wind as it 
were, swimming against the riptide of sin. 

Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, 

that ye may obtain. 

1 Corinthians 9:24 (KJV) □ 

It is so important that we see salvation not as something we have but as a path we have chosen to take, a race 
we have chosen to run. When Paul tells us "So run, that ye may obtain" he is not suggesting that we are in a race 
against others with only one winner, but that we are to run the race as if we were. 

I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
1 Corinthians 9:26 (KJV) © 

Here Paul is reiterating his point that we are not to take our salvation as a casual stroll but to run it as though we 
were trying to win a race. To not fight our battles like a boxer who is shadow boxing but as someone who is 
fighting a real contender. All the cares of this world serve to distract us from the iact that our battle is a real one 
and what is at stake is nothing less than our eternity. 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 (KJV) O 

A crucial point is made here, that we must exercise self control over the lusts of our flesh, otherwise our very 
salvation can eventually be put at risk. How much can we lose self control before we put our salvation in 
jeopardy? I don't know, do you really want to find out? We must recognize the difference between struggling 



with sin and yielding to it. If we allow ourselves to get to a point where we are participating in habitual sin and 
feeling no remorse we are in serious trouble! 

While it is true that we must bring the obvious things of the flesh under control I want to suggest to you there is 
more to it. If we become lackadaisical in our walk, if we neglect to read our Bibles and pray we are in danger of 
slipping. We must run the race like it was against Jesse Owens, fight the fight like it was against Mike Tyson We 
must do these with passion, as if our eternity depends on it, because guess what...? 



